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a one-month jail term (for not .

loans: .
i Tn what was seen as an importast.
fest case, the High Court-said a_
District ' Court _order ' in 2005
A fo jail - Caroline McCann_iof
5 Mullaghmats, Co-Monaghan, ‘was
unconstifutional.
o Ehe had failed to puy a sertes of
- imstélmeats of €02 a week afters judge-
Iheat for €16,000 secuzed by Monaghen
it Union 1n 2003 over loans the
foolcout over s mumber of years.
‘O Toan was inken out fo pay funeral

% ‘expenses for Ms McCann's daughter.

g paying arrears on credit union

The action was agsinst the State,
which denied the claims,with Monaghen
Crecit Union as & notlce past

The Human Rights Cammission was
iiveived toassist the court on legal

Law ruled ‘unconstitutional

Judge Mary Latfoy said “fundamental
aeficiencies in_asection of the
‘Enforcament of Court Orders Act 1940
Zendered il uncorstitutionsl,

She quashed the order o jéil Ms
MeCand, and sald the District Court
ad 5o jasisdiction to make the order

Damages

Judge Latfoy adjourned the mattér to,

e his morsth 10 hear submissions on
2y MeCann's claim for damages.

‘Shenotee that the Siate and the credt?
union were agrecabie to the 2000 order
being quash

Aud she said she found it inexplicable.
that the State should “counienaice
Eontimustion* of & vague Seheme on
debis that gave 0. guidance 10:

 party involved.

‘M5 MeCann ‘said in a statement hat
she’ wasdelighted_ with -the _court's
ecision, and- hoped et case would
Fesultin'a change in the v

‘She said it meant she would not have
40 6o to jall “snl be taken awny from
eSniren Cocanle e oot pay
And she said she hoped the ruling
‘would help others who were 41 @ similar
Situation. it
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