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Northiside Community Law Centre is independent community based legal centre.  We work to protect and develop the legal, social and economic rights of individuals and groups.  The centre provides free information, advice and representation to individuals and groups in its community who otherwise would not be able to access legal services and works to empower the community through education, research and campaigns.

Northside Community Law Centre was established in 1975 as a community resource to marginalised individuals and groups in the Coolock area.  Today it serves a catchment area comprising the two electoral constituencies of Dublin North Central and Dublin North East.

From its foundation the Centre has had strong links with the local community and since 1978 has been run by local community representatives.  The Centre regards the role and involvement of the local community as crucial to its function and continues to work hand in hand with the local community. The Centre is based on an American model of community law centre as an anti-poverty measure. The Centre believes in empowering disadvantaged communities to take a more active part in the democratic process.

The Centre has a dual role within the community; to provide legal services and to act as a strategic resource for the community.  From its very inception the Centre has been involved in local and national campaigns and policy work.  The Centre has completed submissions and reports on areas as varied as Barring Orders, Redundancy, Consumer Debt, Marriage Breakdown and the Social Welfare Appeals Systems.  It has been actively involved in a number of campaigns around social issues such as Divorce and McCreevy ‘Dirty Dozen’ cut-backs in 1992.  The Law Centre provides far more than a legal service.  The Centre continually seeks to empower the local community through its strategic and development work.  

The Centre is primarily funded by the Department of Social and Family  Affairs.  The Centre is staffed by a professional team comprising a Solicitor in Charge who is responsible for the management and day to day running of the Centre, one full time and one part-time solicitor, a legal secretary, receptionist, administrator and other support staff.
1. Community Education.

The Centre promotes active citizenship by educating the community on legal issues affecting the community.  This promotes greater awareness of rights, responsibilities and the Centre helps individuals and communities to assert these rights and enforce these responsibilities through the political and legal processes. The Centre produces a Newsletter which brings legal issues to the community in an easy to understand format. The Centre in conjunction with local adult education centres offers ‘Know Your Rights’ courses. In 2006 we are developing an education programme aimed at community workers. 
2. Promoting Volunteerism.

Since its inception the Centre has relied on legal professionals to provide their expertise on a voluntary or pro-bono basis to the community through the Law Centre.  Many barristers and solicitors have given their time and expertise to advise local community members at our advice clinics and outreach clinics.  Currently 21 Barristers and solicitors volunteer on an ongoing basis with the Centre. 

Many other barristers continue to provide legal representation to individuals and community groups in asserting their rights through the courts. In each case the Barrister provides his/her services on a pro bono (for free) basis. In 2005 we fought 90 cases and in 2006 we have taken on 48 cases to date. We could not take such a high number of cases without this support from the Bar. 
3. Campaigns for Law Reform.

The Centre has been involved in many campaigns during its long history.  It has brought together individuals and groups within the community, helped them to describe their needs and assisted in the strategic co-ordination of law reform campaigns the best example of this is the campaign leading to the 1986 divorce referendum which was initiated at the Centre.  The Centre is closely involved with the Northside Community Forum where it works with 45 other community organisations on issues affecting those living in the Northside area.
Currently the Law Centre is involved in various campaigns including equality issues, access to justice, family diversity, for reform of the social welfare appeals system and promoting a rights based approach to welfare.
4. Employment and Work Experience.
The Law Centre currently employs three part-time staff on Community Employment Schemes.  This allows local individuals to gain valuable experience in working in a legal environment.  It is anticipated it will assist these individuals into the workforce.  The Law Centre also provides work experience opportunities for students from local schools and Fas and VEC training courses.  

5. Membership.
The Law Centre is a Company limited by guarantee and has received charitable status by the Revenue Commissioners.  The Company is run by a voluntary Board of Directors, four directors who represent the local community.  The Law Centre also encourages individuals and groups from the Northside area to become members of the Law Centre.  It is these members of the Law Centre who are responsible for the policy of the Law Centre and direct and target the management of the resources of the Law Centre into issues that truly affect the community.
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