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Atiachments

Debt defaulters to
avoid jail as mother
'wins landmark case

2 secured by Monaghan Credlt
Dearbhail McDonald secred by Mo

Legal Editor : “The High Court action was
against the State, while
HUNDREDS  of - debtors Monaghan CreiUnion was &
facing prison have been sotie party.
granted a reprieve after an v Last nigh, the Free Legal
unemployed mothes of two Advice Gonires called on the
‘wonalandmask Constitution. Governmenttoestend thepro-
al challenge to Treland's [y 86 visions o the Fines il o deal
“Victorian” debtors prison il matiers o civl dcbt.
aws. . ! in ner action, Ms MoCansi
Scores o procesdings against - argued the imprisonment ovder
debtors have been froaen by was_unlawful because it
Judges in- racent  months deprivedherofher ocrtymere-
pending the outcome of o tast Iyonthe grounds ofinabliy o
case against a one-manth fal Bl & contractual bligation
sentence imposed on n_CarolivaMcCann: couldtpay  and amounted to 8 convition
illterate Monaghan woman - the redit unionloan arrdors * - fo a criminal ofence.
who tould not pay arrears on Judge Laffoy suid that the
creditunion lan. imprizoncdbecasse Teyeoud._sanction of imprisonment,
“The Govemment opposed the  not adford o pay aciil debt.  covisaged n i law s wimed at
challenge brought by Caroline  Yesterday, M Justice Mery those who yll nol pay their
MeCann, who ook out acredit  Laffoy ruled that a 2005 dia. ~debts. Howeves, it lsostres st
tion o o meet the funere] - it court order Impoing the - those who cannot pa:
‘expenses for the death of he ol erm was unconstittional. - The retricton o the gt to
Qugter. “The sentence was imposed  lfbery in this aw was Gipro-
Attorney General Paul _over fulare to pay w serios of _partionate and went beyond
| Gallagher fas been asked to . instalments of 82 perweck o Watis permitted in the const-
| sses the ulig s implcations. ' mest a juégment. of €18,000 . tuton, o said.
adinumor taldats -
he Siata ill ot sppod, Justie 3
‘Minister Dermmot Ahern sald he Arnotts
| Would bring forward any new
nesses e aeR e RUMMER SALE
NOW ON

Rell
Last night Ms McCann (36),
from Mullaghmatt, Monaghax;
spoke of her relief that sh
‘would notbe ailed.
HerTawyer, Colin Daly ofthe
Northside Community Liw
Centre, said the win shoald
‘Berald & review of the onerous.
Taws that had seen thousands





