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Troubled legal aid centre gets lifeline

By Ben Quinn
Saturday Aprll 30 2005

A COMMUNITY law centre on Dublin's northside which faced
closure because of a lack of funding has been thrown a
lifeline. .

Funding of €360,000 for the Northside Community Law
Centre (NCLC) was announced yesterday by the Minister for
Social Affalrs, Seamus Brennan.

' Northside
Community
. Law Centre
The allocation for this year represents a 70pc increase on

the funding provided last year and guarantees that the
centre can continue to operate in the short term.

The increased funding has been approved on the condition
that regular meetings will be held between now and
December between officials from the minister's department
and the NCLC, at which all options for future funding will be
examined. -

A long-term strategy for the financing of the centre wiil also be worked out In consultation with
Government officials.

A spokesperson for the NCLC, which provides free legal services across two Dail constituencies
for people who cannot afford to go to a solicitor, welcomed the announcement.

The centre employs five people, Including two solicitors on a fuil-time basis and one on a part-
time basis.

Mr Brennan announced the funding following a meeting he had called with a delegation from
the Law Centre and public representatives from the Northside area.

"The Northside Community Law Centre has provided a valuable service to the community in
this area of Dublin for over 30 years," he said.

"Over those decades and today it continues to be a beacon of hope and a place of practical
support for a great many people.”

- Ben Quinn
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